
Vyac / ies /av Platonov is one of 
the foremost Soviet experts on 
volleyball. Under his steward­
ship the Soviet national men's 
team has become Olympic 
champion; it won the Euro­
pean title four times (1977, 
1979, 1981, 1983), it has been 
the World Cup holder twice 
(1977, 1981), and has twice 
emerged victorious at interna­
tional competitions (1978, 
1982). 
Molodaya Gvardia Publish­
ers is preparing for print 
Platonov's book "Equation 
with Six Knowns", which is 
about how six individual stars 
merge to form a star-team, 
which surpasses its opponents 
not only in skill and strength, 
but mainly in teamwork and 
its sense of collectivism. Jour­
nalist Alexei Samoilov is 
working on the book together 
with the coach 

V y a c h e s l a v P L A T O N O V EQUATION 
WITH SIX KNOWNS 

Never before in the six years I have 

been vjorV.\ng w i th the national 

team had I been so concerned as before 

the tenth wor ld vol leybal l tournament in 

Argent ina. What was in store for us in 

South America? Wou ld we be able to 

defend our t i t le, w o n four years ago? 

Our team was going through tough 

t imes. After our w i n at the 1978 wor ld 

championship we gradual ly brought up 

youngsters to the team, though still 

count ing main ly on the seasoned 

players. The latter had begun to tire, and 

many of them were plagued by injuries. 

We were especially concerned by the 

health of our captain, Vyacheslav Zait-* 

sev, the big play-maker. Last season he 

had a r ight leg injury, but nevertheless 

played in the European championship 

and the Wor ld Cup playoff. Later, after he 

was wel l again, Vyacheslav took part in 

the national championship. At the height 

of the preparat ions for the Argent ine 

tourney, he had a relapse. Our captain 

was forced to spend several weeks in 

hospital . The break in his training could 

not but have an effect on his p laying. 

Zaitsev's hal lmark stabi l i ty of the second 

pass, w i th wh ich he used to set up attack, 

went awry. The team's m o m e n t u m was 

immediate ly t h r o w n off.... It must be said 

that on the eve of the wor ld champion­

ship he was not the only one way out of 

shape. Olympic champions Viljar Loor, 

Vladimir Dorokhov and Pavel Selivanov 

had problems gett ing into fo rm. 

We needed game practice to regain 

our fo rmer spark. So about two months 

before the compet i t ions in Argent ina we 

took part in the Savvin Memoria l Tourna­

ment in Leningrad. We played wel l , 

losing only one set. However, we were 

unable to execute ful ly our plan of 

checking the rook ies—Alexander 

Sorokalet, Valery Losev, Oleg Smugi lev 

and Sergei G r i b o v — i n action. All we had 

to do was take out two or three Olympic 

champions for the squad to start drag­

g ing and fal l ing apart. The youngsters 

had to be put back on the bench since 

even though the team possessed l imited 

potential we didn' t have the right to lose 

at home such a prest igious compet i t ion. 

After the Savvin memor ia l we left for 

Brazil for a tournament wh ich directly 

preceded the compet i t ions in Argent ina. 

I remember having warned Soviet jour­

nalists at a press conference in Lenin­

grad that it is not out of the realm of 

possibi l i ty that we might not put our best 

foot fo rward in Brazil. 

"The main th ing for us," I said, "is 

the Argent ine championship. In Brazil 

we ' l l be exper iment ing w i th the team. 

After all, we coaches are obl iged to know 

exactly w h o is w h o on the team. Let the 

newcomers test their strength against 

the best...." 

At that t ime I named Brazil, China 

and Poland as our main opponents. And 

it so happened at the tournament in Rio 

de Janeiro, w h i c h gathered the cream of 

the crop in w o r l d vo l leybal l , we bowed to 

the Chinese a n d Braal ian teams 

It was a shame to lose, o f course, but 

there was real ly n o cause f o r m o u r n i n g . 

For one t h ing , w e tested afl the players 

inside out; for anotf ier . o u r p i a y e n ^ w h o 

had not been set the task o f 

any cost, were a U e t o 

. freshness. 

Imagine our sun i r i se 

learned f r o m the local pape is 

was rampant on our once p o M e i M n 

that players were quar ie l i ing w M i 

another and w i th the coaches, a n d 

the domina t ion of the Soviet squad h o d 

come to an e n d — p r o o f w o u l d be fortfr-

coming in two weeks.... 

To tell the t ru th , over the sast f^v" 

years we 'd been accustomec ts a ci:~£'-

ent tone f r o m the press. No one had ev-e-

quest ioned whether we knew h o w to 

play vol leybal l . A n d here were torrents of 

caustic remarks. I f igured that their get­

t ing us all worked up w o u l d be beneficial 

to us in the long run. I asked our 

interpreter to read out before breakfast 

one day these vicious passages about 
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o u r p l a y e r s , a n d q u e r i e d ; " W e l l , h o w d o 

y o u l i ke t h a t ? I M a y b e t h e a u t h o r s o f t h e s e 

a r t i c l e s a r e r i g h t ? " 

T h i s r e a d - a l o u d s e s s i o n p l a y e d i ts 

r o l e , I c o u l d t e l l f r o m t h e p l a y e r s ' f a c e s 

t h a t t h e y w e r e m o r e t h a n r e a d y f o r 

a c t i o n ; t h e y w e r e c o m p l e t e l y p s y c h e d u p 

t o d e f e n d t h e i r h o n o u r a n d d i g n i t y , t o 

d e m o n s t r a t e h o w t o u g h t h e y w e r e i n 

u n c o m p r o m i s i n g , f i e r c e c o m p e t i t i o n . 

O n O c t o b e r 14 , 1982 t h e s e m i f i n a l 

b e t w e e n t h e h o m e t e a m a n d S o v i e t 

s q u a d b e g a n a t t h e L u n a Park s p o r t s 

f a c i l i t y in B u e n o s A i r e s . 

I h a d n e v e r s e e n a n y t h i n g l i ke i t . 

D r u m s , h o r n s , c a s t a n e t s , w i l d s c r e a m ­

i n g — a l l t h i s m e r g e d i n t o a n a v a l a n c h e o f 

n o i s e . I c o u l d n ' t h e a r m y o w n v o i c e , so I 

c o m m u n i c a t e d w i t h t h e p l a y e r s m o r e 

w i t h g e s t u r e s t h a n w o r d s . 

I c e - c r e a m c o n e s , r o l l s o f p a p e r , f i r e ­

c r a c k e r s , c o i n s , e t c . w e r e f l y i n g o n t o t h e 

v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t . I n t e r n a t i o n a l V o l l e y b a l l 

F e d e r a t i o n P r e s i d e n t P a u l L i b a u d a n d t h e 

c a p t a i n o f t h e A r g e n t i n e t e a m a p p e a l e d 

t o t h e s p e c t a t o r s t o b e h a v e t h e m s e l v e s 

d e c e n t l y , b u t t h e i r e x h o r t a t i o n s w e r e in 

v a i n . 

F j ve y e a r s a g o w e p l a y e d in t h e f i n a l 

o f t h e w o r l d c h a m p i o n s h i p in R o m e 

a g a i n s t t h e I t a l i a n t e a m , a n d t h e r e I g o t 

s o m e i d e a o f h o w a h o m e c r o w d c a n 

h e l p a t e a m . I r e m e . m b e r t h a t at a p r e s s 

c o n f e r e n c e b e f o r e t h e f i n a l ( o u r o p p o ­

n e n t w a s s t i l l u n k n o w n ) l oca l j o u r n a l i s t s 

a s k e d us w h o m w e ' d p r e f e r p l a y i n g f o r 

t h e g o l d . " Y o u r c o u n t r y m e n , o f c o u r s e , " 

I a n s w e r e d . " B e c a u s e y o u c o n s i d e r t h e m 

n o t m u c h c o m p e t i t i o n ? " " N o , i t ' s j u s t 

t h a t a n o t h e r g a m e a g a i n s t I t a l y w i l l m a k e 

us r i c h m e n — I c a n i m a g e h o w t h e f a n s 

w i l l r a i n l i re d o w n a t u s in t h e f i n a l if t h e y 

w e r e so g e n e r o u s e v e n in t h e U S S R - I t a l y 

p r e l i m i n a r y . " 

T h e I t a l i a n j o u r n a l i s t s a p p r e c i a t e d 

m y j o k e , w r i t i n g b e f o r e t h e f i n a l t h a t Sr. 

P l a t o n o v w a s a f r a i d o f o n l y o n e 

t h i n g — g r o w i n g r i c h in R o m e . 

M o n e y w a s i n d e e d s h o w e r e d u p o n 

t h e c o u r t ; g o l d m e d a l s c o u l d h a v e w e l l 

b e e n b o u g h t f o r t h e I t a l i a n t e a m , if w o r l d 

c h a m p i o n s h i p g o l d m e d a l s w e r e f o r 

sa le . . . . 

It s e e m e d t o u s t h e n t h a t a t e a m 

c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n s u p p o r t e d m o r e 

a r d e n t l y t h a n t h e I t a l i a n s q u a d w a s . 

N o w , a f t e r w e e n c o u n t e r e d t h e A r g e n ­

t i n e f a n s , t h e I t a l i a n s l o o k l i ke w e l l -

b e h a v e d g e n t l e m e n w i t h r e f i n e d 

m a n n e r s . 

I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e A r g e n t i n e 

t e a m , a m i d d l e - l e v e l s q u a d , w o u l d h a v e 

m a d e a m u c h w e a k e r a p p e a r a n c e o n a 

n e u t r a l f i e l d . B u t n o t i n B u e n o s A i r e s . 

It a p p e a r e d t h a t t h e d i n w o u l d w o r k 

o n o u r p l a y e r s , b u t t h i s d i d n o t h a p p e n . 

T h e S o v i e t b o y s w e r e " p r o t e c t e d " b y 

i n v i s i b l e a r m o u r f r o m a l l p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

a t t a c k s . T h e y d i d n o t d e p a r t f r o m t h e i r 

s t y l e o n e i o t a , w i n n i n g t h e g a m e b y a 

s c o r e o f 3-0 . A h e a d w a s t h e f i n a l , a g a i n s t 

t h e B r a z i l i a n s q u a d . 

T o d a y v o l l e y b a l l as w e l l as f o o t b a l l is 

p o p u l a r in S o u t h A m e r i c a . Y o u h a v e 

h e a r d , o f c o u r s e , o f t h e C o p a c a b a n a , t h e 

f a m o u s s a n d y b e a c h e s o f R io d e J a n e i r o , 

H o w m a n y b o o k s , n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e s 

a n d f i l m s d e a l w i t h t h e h a b i t u e s o f t h e s e 

b e a c h e s — B r a z i l i a n y o u n g s t e r s — w h o 

a m a z e y o u w i t h t h e i r a b i l i t y t o p l a y b a l l ! 

F o o t b a l l , o f c o u r s e . S o m e m i g h t f i n d it 

h a r d t o i m a g i n e , b u t t o d a y m o r e p e o p l e 

a l o n g t h e C o p a c a b a n a a re p l a y i n g v o l ­

l e y b a l l . I s a w it w i t h m y o w n e y e s — d o ­

z e n s , h u n d r e d s o f t e a m s p l a y i n g f o r t h e i r 

o w n a m u s e m e n t , f o r t h e " b e a c h t i t l e " . 

T h e d e a f e n i n g v o l l e y b a l l b o o m h a s 

led t o t h e B r a z i l i a n n a t i o n a l t e a m e l b o w ­

i n g i ts w a y a h e a d o f m a n y r e c o g n i s e d 

f a v o u r i t e s i n t h e s t a n d i n g s . A t t h e 

M o n t r e a l O l y m p i c s t h e B r a z i l i a n s p l a c e d 

s e v e n t h ; t h e y w e r e f i f t h a t t h e M o s c o w 

G a m e s , t h i r d a y e a r a n d a ha l f l a t e r at t h e 

W o r l d C u p in J a p a n , a n d t h e y w e r e 

f a c i n g u s h e r e in t h e w o r l d c h a m p i o n ­

s h i p f i n a l s i n A r g e n t i n a . 

T a l k i n g a b o u t t h i s l as t , d e c i s i v e 

g a m e , I m u s t r e p e a t t h a t I h a d n e v e r s e e n 

a n y t h i n g l i ke it. O n l y n o w I 'm r e f e r r i n g 

n o t t o t h e f a n s b u t t o t h e g a m e i t se l f . T h e 

g a m e w h i c h o u r t e a m p l a y e d t h a t n i g h t . 

O r d i n a r i l y I s h o u l d n ' t o v e r l y a d m i r e 

m y t e a m , as a t r a i n e r i s n ' t s u p p o s e d t o 

res t o n h i s l a u r e l s . A n d t o t e l ! t h e t r u t h , I 

u s u a l l y d o n o t l a v i s h p r a i s e . For t h i s 

r e a s o n o u r c h a m p i o n s m o r e o f t e n t h a n 

n o t hea r n o t c o m p l i m e n t s ''orr. t h e > 

h e a d c o a c h , b u t s e v e r e c r i t i c i s m . Bu t t h a i 

d a y I i n d e e d e x p e r i e n c e d m o m e n t s z-

ecs tasy . . . . 

It t o o k o u r p l a y e r s 72 m i n u t e s t : 

p r o v e t h a t t h e y ' r e t h e w o r l d ' s b e s t t o a a y 

S u c h a f a s t f i n a l is u n p r e c e d e n t e d :n 

t o u r n a m e n t h i s t o r y . 

I f i n d it d i f f i c u l t t o d e s c r i b e h o w o u ^ 

t e a m p l a y e d , I a d m i r e d t h e m f r o m s t a r t 

t o f i n i s h , a n d , as I w a s t o l d l a t e r , c h e e r e d 

f o r t h e m a l o n g w i t h t h e c r o w d at L u n a 

Park . W i t h t h e i r i n s p i r e d , a r t i s t i c a n d b o l d 

p l a y o u r s q u a d w o n o v e r t h e f a n s , w h o 

w e r e i n i t i a l l y c l e a r l y a g a i n s t t h e m . 

In a b i d t o s a v e t h e s i t u a t i o n , t h e 

B r a z i l i a n c o a c h f e v e r i s h l y m a d e s u b s t i t u ­

t i o n s a n d c a l l e d t i m e - o u t s . A s s o o n as h e 

t o o k h i s f i r s t t i m e o u t , o u r p l a y e r s c a m e 

o v e r t o m e f o r a d v i c e . " I c a n ' t h e l p y o u , " 

I s a i d . " I t ' s t h e B r a z i l i a n s w h o n e e d a 

c o a c h , n o t y o u . E v e r y t h i n g is w o r k i n g 

w e l l f o r y o u , y o u w i l l be t h e c h a m p s . S o I 

c a n t a k e it e a s y . " 

A n d I w a s n ' t m i s t a k e n . T h e S o v i e t 

t e a m w o n 3-0. T h e w o r l d c h a m p i o n s h i p 

w h i c h I h a d b e e n s o a p p r e h e n s i v e a b o u t 

w a s ove r . . . . I n c i d e n t a l l y , I c a n ' t s a y t h a t 

e v e n a f t e r t h i s , s e c o n d , v i c t o r y in a r o w , I 

w a s a b l e t o s l e e p at n i g h t . T h e f a c t is t h a t 

a f e w y e a r s a g o t h e r e w e r e 11 e q u a l l y 

g o o d p l a y e r s o n t h e t e a m . T h i s g a v e m e 

f r e e d o m t o m a n o e u v r e , e n a b l e d m e t o 

e v e n o u t p l a y i n g l o a d s , a n d s t i f f e n e d 

c o m p e t i t i o n f o r a s t a r t i n g b e r t h . B u t in 

A r g e n t i n a t h e r e w e r e o n l y e i g h t t o p ­

f l i g h t p l a y e r s o n t h e S o v i e t s q u a d . A n d 

a m o n g t h i s g a l a x y t w o s t a r s — D o r o k h o v 

a n d S e l i v a n o v — w e r e n o t in p e a k f o r m 

f o r t h a t m a t t e r . F u r t h e r m o r e , in e a c h 

g a m e , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e f i n a l , 

t h e r e w e r e l a p s e s o n t h e c o u r t . S o m y 

a p p r e h e n s i o n s a b o u t t h e A r g e n t i n e t o u r ­

n a m e n t w e r e n o t g r o u n d l e s s . 

W e w o n n e v e r t h e l e s s . It w a s a c l e a n 

v i c t o r y a l l a r o u n d , a n d t h e e x p e r t s a d m i t ­

t e d as m u c h . 

T h i s is a l l w e l l a n d g o o d , b u t t o d a y 

w h e n t h e m o m e n t s o f e c s t a s y h a v e 

p a s s e d , I a m o b l i g e d t o t h i n k a b o u t 

t o m o r r o w , a b o u t s o l v i n g t h e p r o b l e m s 

w h i c h b e c a m e so g l a r i n g d u r i n g t h e 

w o r l d c h a m p i o n s h i p . A f t e r a l l , a c o a c h 

w h o k e e p s h is h e a d in t h e c l o u d s o f j o y 

t o o l o n g r i sks h u r t l i n g d o w n t o t h e 

g r o u n d a n d w i n d i n g u o w h e r e he 

s t a r t e d . 

H o w e v e r , a c o a c h m u s t , c c j - s e , 

see n o t o n l y h i s t e a m ' s s h o a c c ~ : n g s b.^t 

b e t t e ' = ' zzz:--

m a i n t r j . m s c a -

P h o t o g r a p h 
b y Y u r i S O K O L O V 
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